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Match Reports - most recent first
4th September

Tonbridge 1st XI – Wye CC 1st XI 141 (46 overs)  v  Tonbridge CC 1st XI 142 for 6 (46 overs)
Tonbridge 1st XI finished off the cricket season in style with a four wicket victory over Wye. Winning the toss, the home side decided to bat, giving the Tonbridge bowlers their last crack at jumping up the wickets table. Opening bowlers Martin Batley and Nick Helyar (1 for 28) started off well, reduced Wye to four wickets down with less than forty runs on the board. Australian Matt Barnes (33) steadied the ship momentarily before he was trapped in front by Chirag Patel (3 for 19). Only Keith Secret (28) showed any resistance near the end. The returning Batley (4 for 27) took the final wicket, and left Tonbridge needing 142 for victory. The bowlers did their job in style, and now it was the turn of the batsmen to do the same, but it didn’t quite go to plan. With the pitch having a low skidding bounce; Matt Barnes bowled out four of the top five batsmen for a duck, leaving the visitors crocked at 9 for 4. Wye could not dislodge opener Paul Smiles (36), and his partnership with Nadeem Shehzad (47) of 76 proved invaluable in the Tonbridge run chase. Both batsmen were dismissed by Neil Williams (2 for 18), and with the score at 92 for 6, the game was in the balance. A very mature 33 Not Out from Khurram Shehzad, and a captain’s knock of 16 Not Out from Nick Helyar, took Tonbridge over the target with three overs left, and the maximum twenty points for the game. Tonbridge 1st XI finished the season in fourth position. With the re-shuffle of the league, it looked destined to be a difficult season, but with some fantastic bowling this year from the Shehzad brothers, as well as some good batting from Julius Marshall and Chirag Patel, Tonbridge finished the season in good spirits, and looking forward to a promotion push in 2011.

Tonbridge 2nd XI – Tonbridge CC 2nd XI 146 (46 overs)  v  Macknade CC 2nd XI 273 for 6 (46 overs)
Tonbridge 2nd's completed their League fixtures in what has been a "annus horribilis" season with three more injuries all in the one game. Needing to put in a good performance and get 11 points to avoid relegation Tonbridge started well with some accurate bowling from the openers. All went well until Jake Rossiter pulled a hamstring in his 5th over which prevented him from any further bowling. At the other end the ever green Duncan Innes produced a bowling performance of the season with a spell of the highest quality. Although taking no wickets his figures of 12 overs, 6 maidens, 0-15 speak for themselves which enabled Tonbridge to restrict the opposition to 61-4 at the halfway stage.  

The wickets went to a magnificent run out from Ben Morgan, who got one wicket and Chris Sargeant with 2. However, Macknade are not the League winners for nothing and with the help of dropped catches and poor follow-up bowling it enabled them to reach 170-6 with Paul Rowcroft getting 100no and Pat Leary getting 53no both of the courtesy of dropped catches. During this period we lost Chris Sargeant with a back spasm and Julius Marshall with a sprained ankle both of whom could not take any further part in the game. With a reduced batting line up everyone needed to get runs for Tonbridge and they made a good start with Ron Helyar batting well and getting 45 before he ran out of steam. Nick Gower got 27 with support from Jake Rossiter 19 with "one leg" and Andy Simms 18. However, Macknade bowled well and Tonbridge only managed 9 of the 11 points they needed to confirm survival in the Division. By some quirk of the fixture list everything now rests on what is the last and only match in the League next weekend between Hartley Country Club and Blue Bell Hill. Both are below Tonbridge who need Hartley to lose or get less than 18 points in order to avoid relegation. If Kaddy Lee-Preston could produce a very wet day that would help as well!!

28th August

Tonbridge 2nd XI – Westgate CC 2nd XI 214 for 8 (46 overs)  v  Tonbridge CC 2nd XI 239 for 8 (46 overs)
Cometh the hour cometh the Team! This was a game that Tonbridge had to win if they were to help avoid relegation and they came up trumps and produced their best performance of the season. With one match to go their fate is now back in their own hands needing just 11 points to avoid the drop! Losing the toss and being asked to bat first openers Ron Helyar and Nick Gower made a steady start but lost Nick Gower when the score had reached 36. This brought to the wicket the Tonbridge "run machine" David Blain who has been in terrific form this summer. Along with the Ron Helyar, back after a long lay-off through injury, they had a second wicket partnership of 99 before Ron was out in the 21st over. Both batted exceptionally well with shots all round the ground and completely dominating the Westgate bowling. From a sound base it enabled Tonbridge to speed up the scoring rate in the second half of the innings and post an excellent total of 239. Mention has to be made of Jake Rossiter who made a quick fire 27 in a short space of time including 3 sixes just when it was needed. The pick of the Westgate bowlers was Alan Winch with 4-60 off his 12 overs. Tonbridge got off to a good start when it was their turn to bowl with a wicket in the first over. However this was short lived and runs stated to flow freely from the bats of Gary Sandwell and Alan Winch despite some steady bowling by the quicker bowlers. It was not until the introduction of Peter French that the break-through came dismissing Winch for 36 and Sandwell for 52. Tonbridge bowlers then controlled the game until young Sid Patel came to the crease and proceeded to crack a swift 52 to all parts of the ground before being bowled by John Smiles. Despite a couple of dropped catches three excellent ones were held by Ian Moore, Jake Rossiter and Andy Simms which enabled Tonbridge to restrict Westgate to 214 in their allotted time. The best of the Tonbridge bowling came from Peter French with 3-44 off his 12, John Smiles 2-38, and Tom Hoey 2-49. A very good team performance but now face League winners Macknade at home, in the final match which will decide the seconds destiny for the 2011 season.
21st August

Tonbridge 2nd XI – Tonbridge CC 2nd XI 166 for 7 (46 overs)  v  Betteshanger CW CC 2nd XI 167 for 4 (42 overs)
More personnel changes, getting into a winning position and then letting things were let slip – not a good recipe for winning! The 2nd team playing strength is such that we should have been pushing for promotion rather than fighting relegation, consistent availability has been our problem. We batted first against a very good and accurate Betteshanger opening attack and runs were hard to come by. After losing an early wicket Nick Gower and David Blain played extremely well putting on 80 for the second wicket with Nick getting 41 and David 33. Ian Moore returned from his wanderings abroad to score a hard hitting 44 not out, just at the right time, enabling Tonbridge to post a reasonable score. Opening bowler Richard Ferrell with 2-24 off 12 and Eric Dadd 3-39 off 10 were the pick of Betts hanger's bowlers. When it was Tonbridge’s turn to bowl Jake Rossiter produced what was probably his best opening spell of the season taking 3 early wickets. At 33-3 Tonbridge should have been well on the road to victory, but it was not to be. Two incidents, which we will not dwell on, kept skipper Derek Towe at the crease and allowed him to go on and get 69 not out, supported by Jim Dutuit with 62 "agricultural" runs they reached the winning total with 3 overs to spare. Other than Jake Rossiter with 3-40 off 12 overs, none of the other Tonbridge bowlers could do much on a very good but flat wicket. David Blain got the only other wicket but by then all was lost. With just two games to go nothing but maximum points from both games will give us a chance of avoiding the drop. 
8th August

Tonbridge Exiles – Bromley Town CC 202 (39.3 overs)  v  Tonbridge Exiles 202 for 9 (40 overs)
Tonbridge Exiles took part in a fantastic game of cricket.  In a 40 over game Bromley Town won the Toss and decided to bat.  Chris Sargeant 3-19, Ed Cattley 2-55 and Rohan Fernando 4-8 in 4 overs  restricted Bromley to 202 largely due to 95 from M Twose.  With Tonbridge having a full XI the run chase remained close to the asking rate, with Julius leading the way with 77.  With a steady 6 runs per over required it looked OK until a sudden collapse ( it is Tonbridge!!) leaving 20 wanted from the last 3 overs.  Matt Smiles, Rohan Fernando ( 2 consecutive 4s) and Dilly got down to 3 runs off the last over.  A fast last over by Bromley Captain came down to 1 run off the last ball.  Dilly smacked the ball.....straight up in the air and captain Scorer took a caught and bowled with the game ending in a tie, 400 runs, a warm afternoon in the sun and an enjoyable beer afterwards all contributed to a great day. 

7th August
Tonbridge CC 1st XI – Littlebourne CC 1st XI 159 for 9 (46 overs)  v  Tonbridge CC 1st XI 160 for 5 (35 overs)
Tonbridge cruised to a five wicket victory with a confident display in all aspects of the game. Winning the toss, Littlebourne elected to bat, and looked in positive mood with skipper Jonathon Holton (37) and Owen Holton (27) getting off to a good start. Their explosive partnership was ended by Nadeem Shehzad (4 for 28) bowling as accurate as ever. He had Matthew Smiles to thanks for the first victim, as Matt took an incredible catch at mid-on to end the partnership. Nadeem continued to take wickets as Littlebourne struggled to get to grips with the accurate bowling. Martin Batley (3 for 3) returned late on to restrict the visitors even more, and only Jack Bristow (26) put the home side under any additional pressure. At the end of the innings, Littlebourne finished on 159, and needed to bowl well to stop Tonbridge recording back to back wins. Tonbridge didn't get off to the best of starts, and struggled against the lively pace of Tony Beer (2 for 44). Julius Marshall (41) and Dilshan Fernando (23) were able to steady the ship, and Tonbridge looked in an excellent position for the win. Although youngster Robbie Loomer (2 for 18) was able to take a couple of quick wickets, it wouldn’t be enough to ruin the away side’s day. A quick fire 26 Not Out from Matthew Smiles, including nineteen runs off one over, together with a useful 24 not out from Steve Allen, was enough to take Tonbridge over the finish line with eleven overs to spare.
31st July

Tonbridge CC 1st XI – Tonbridge CC 1st XI 125 (38.1 overs)  v  Old Williamsonians CC 1st XI 88 (27.4 overs)
Losing the toss, Tonbridge were put in to bat on a green, but perfect wicket. Knowing that the home side have struggled at times with their batting this season, the decision to put them into bat was instantly rewarded. Struggling with the accurate bowling of Phil Patterson (2 for 38) and Jimmy Masters (2 for 12), Tonbridge slumped to 12 for 3, and the visitors looked to end the game early. Coming in at six, Chirag Patel didn’t come out all guns blazing, but for once got his head down and played the ball on the ground. He constantly defied the best efforts of the Old Williamsonians bowling attack, and went on to hit an excellent 52. He was ably assisted by Julius Marshall (25), but these two were the only Tonbridge players to register a good score, with only four players in total hitting double figures. When Patel was finally out, Tonbridge finished up on 125, giving Old Williamsonians 53 overs to score 126 runs. With a low total to reach, and reflecting on five straight victories, Old Williamsonians looked like they had the game wrapped up. Knowing that they needed to get a good start, Tonbridge made early inroads and reduced the visitors to 19 for 3, all wickets taken by opening bowler Matt Smiles. David Child (30) made a stout effort to keep his side on track, but was not supported, and he would also fall to Smiles (5 for 31) in an excellent nine over spell of bowling. The Shehzad brothers again played a big part for Tonbridge, with Khurram (3 for 17) and Nadeem (2 for 11) giving the opposition no chance to score the runs. When Khurram dismissed Jimmy Masters for the fifth duck of the innings, Tonbridge had completed a famous victory, and the full twenty points.
24th July

Tonbridge 2nd XI – Tonbridge CC 2nd XI 161 for 7 (46 overs)  v  Nonington CC 2nd XI 164 for 5 (38.4 overs)
Tonbridge early batsman found runs hard to come by on Saturday as a result of some very good bowling by the Nonington opening bowlers, assisted by some good ground fielding. The early batsman never really had a chance to get going which caused frustration with the wickets falling at intervals. At 55-4 after 23 overs it began to look as though a very low score would be on the cards. However, a middle order stand of 88 between David Blain and Nigel Johnstone held the Tonbridge innings together with David Blain going onto  score an excellent 80 not out and Nigel Johnstone 38.This enabled Tonbridge to post a reasonable total of 161-7 and again showed how important it is to bat your full 46 overs. For Nonnington Neil Charlton was the most successful bowler with 3-23 from 4 overs when Tonbridge were looking for quick runs at the end of their innings.When it was their turn to bat  Nonnington took advantage of some loose bowling and scored runs at a brisk rate. Four of the top 7 batsman scored between 20 and 38 which is the consistancy Tonbridge cannot produce at the present time. Some excellent bowling by Duncan Innes with 3-43 off his 12 overs was the best of Tonbridge bowling with man of the match David Blain coming on late in the innings to take 2 wickets off consecutive balls and getting 2-18 in his two overs. A fair result on the day with Tonbridge being 30/40 runs short of a winning target   

17th July

Tonbridge CC 1st XI – Tonbridge CC 1st XI 223 for 9 (46 overs)  v  Sandwich Town CC 3rd XI 167 for 7 (46 overs)
Tonbridge made it four wins on the bounce this past weekend, with a deserved 56 run victory over third placed Sandwich. Winning the toss, the visitors decided to put Tonbridge into bat, and they got off to a great start with Nadeem Shehzad (46) and Reeshan Fernando (21) taking the score past the fifty mark with ease. Several of the Tonbridge players took their scores into double figures, but only Chirag Patel (53), batting at number five for the first time this season, was able to take his score past a half century. Batting with his normally aggressive style, Patel hit ten fours and one six in his innings, and put the bowlers under an enormous amount of pressure. He was finally dismissed by Andy Chapman (5 for 68) who was the pick of the bowlers. At the end of the innings, Tonbridge reached 223, leaving the visitors requiring 224 for victory.Requiring almost five an over for victory, Sandwich started very slowly, and struggled against the opening bowlers. Matthew Smiles (3 for 40) was especially dangerous, and took two early wickets to increase the pressure. Although opener Mark Baldock (28) was still at the crease, it looked as though no one would be able to support him, and the visitors changed their ambition to win the game, into trying to block the rest of the game out. Khurram Shehzad (3 for 35) had other ideas, and instantly took the wicket of Baldock, as well as the thirteen year old Ryan Davies, who batted brilliantly for his 24. At 118 for 7, it appeared as if Tonbridge would power over the line, but Clive Thurgate (36 Not Out) and Liam Evans (37 Not Out) scuppered any chance of Tonbridge getting the maximum twenty points. At the close of the innings, Sandwich ended 57 runs short of victory, giving Tonbridge another victory.
Tonbridge 2nd XI – Hartley Country Club 4th XI 228 for 9 (46 overs)  v  Tonbridge CC 2nd XI 145 (39.1 overs)
This was a game Tonbridge needed to win as they are very much in the relegation zone now and from now on they will need every point they can get if they are to avoid the drop. Fielding first Tonbridge bowlers never mastered the sloping wicket either bowling to short or over pitching. Runs came freely from the Hartley batsman with a stand of 44 when the first wicket fell but this success was short lived as Sam Durling came to the wicket and proceeded to hit the ball to all parts of the ground with considerable ease. He went on to score an excellent 105. After this, wickets fell quite quickly with seven batsman getting less than 5 but the damage had already been done. Tom and Ben Hoey were the main wicket takers Tom getting 2-41 and 16 year old Ben getting 4-66 in another good spell of bowling which bodes well for the future. Yet again Tonbridge batting never really got going. Skipper Nigel Johnstone with 31 and Tom Hoey 32 were the only two who looked like putting up any resistance and the innings petered out well short of the required runs
10th July

Tonbridge CC 1st XI – Tonbridge CC 1st XI 130 for 4 (39.5 overs)  v  Blue Bell Hill CC 1st XI 127 (40 overs)
Tonbridge celebrated their third successive league victory with a convincing six wicket victory over Blue Bell Hill. Winning the toss, Blue Bell Hill decided to bat on a hard and dusty wicket, and immediately looked in positive mood with Ben Highsted (29) and Andy Bunker (27) hitting early boundaries. The opening partnership of 36 was to be their highest of the game as the Shehzad brothers would once again prove to be the difference. Khurram Shehzad first removed Bunker, and followed it up with a stunning caught and bowled against the dangerous Tom Highsted (19). On the dusty wicket, Shehzad found grip and turn, and bamboozled the home team for his 5 for 31. He was assisted by older brother Nadeem (2 for 20) who proved even harder to get off the square. Chirag Patel (2 for 8) was introduced towards the end and mopped up the tail to restrict the home side to only 127 on a good batting pitch. Looking for a good start, Tonbridge started slowly, trying to see out the strong opening bowling attack, and did just that. In the opening stand of 54, Chirag Patel (37) in particular shone, and took the game away from Blue Bell Hill. Both openers were dismissed in consecutive balls, but there was too much batting in the Tonbridge line up to let the game slip. Julius Marshall hit a quick 27, before John Simmons (21 Not Out) and Nadeem Shehzad (16 Not Out) saw it through to the end, and ensure Tonbridge collected the maximum twenty points.
Tonbridge 2nd XI – Blue Bell Hill CC 2nd XI 109 (39 overs)  v  Tonbridge CC 2nd XI 225-5 (46 overs)
An excellent victory for Tonbridge 2nd's. Batting first on such a hot day was always going to be an advantage and Tonbridge made full use of the situation. An opening partnership of 91 made possible by some good batting by Nick Davey with 44, on his first outing of the season but outshone by Nick Gower who carried his bat and made an excellent 92 not out. Nearing exhaustion towards the end of the innings he stayed to support Mark Stokes with 21 and David Blain 17. A really good all round batting performance. For Blue Bell Hill, Dave Haywood completed his 12 overs with 3- 57.On their turn to bat Blue Bell Hill never really got going with a great opening spell from Tom Hoey and Duncan Innes with Duncan taking 3 -37 in his 12 overs. Some good catches enable Peter French to end up with 5-33 in his 12 overs and young Ben Hoey, who took one great catch in the deep, and taking 1-19 in his 8 overs. Only Tom Haywood and Rob Williams put up any resistance with 25 and 30 respectively. A really good all round performance by Tonbridge.
3rd July

Tonbridge 2nd XI – Macknade CC 2nd XI 176 for 3 (31 overs)  v  Tonbridge CC 2nd XI  175 for 7 (46 overs)
Although a loss this was a much better performance against the League leaders who had the best batting line up we have seen this season. Batting first Tonbridge got off to an excellent start with an opening partnership of 80. Chris Sargeant with 48 and Nick Gower with 40 both batted well with a good mixture of defence and attack which enabled Tonbridge to post a good score with most of the other batsman contributing to the total. Andy Simms 22 and Nigel Johnstone 17 batted well in the middle order but both got out just as they were getting going. After the interval Macknade came out all guns blazing and proceed to score at a very fast rate against some very average Tonbridge bowling on this occassion. None of the bowlers were allowed to settle and the runs needed were scored with several overs to spare. Smith 51 and Machin 62 did most of the damage.  

26th June

Tonbridge CC 1st XI – Yalding CC 1st XI 233 for 6 (46 overs)  v  Tonbridge CC 1st XI 236 for 9 (44.2 overs)
Tonbridge got back to winning ways against Yalding with a stunning one wicket victory. Winning the toss, Yalding elected to bat, but got off to the worst possible start when opener Lee Frimston was dismissed, without scoring, by Tonbridge captain Nick Helyar (1 for 27). The home side took the advantage thanks to an excellent 119 second wicket partnership between Matthew Thomas (33) and Marty Hollis (72). Both players hit the boundary ropes frequently, and the partnership was only broken thanks to some excellent work by wicketkeeper Steve Allen off the bowling of Khurram Shehzad (3 for 56) to dismiss Thomas. When Hollis was trapped LBW shortly afterwards, Tonbridge had a slight bit of momentum, and hoped to keep the score below 200. Unfortunately for the visitors, Jumshad Haider (52 off 24 balls) and Mohammad Haseem (37 off 34) both came to the crease and hit a succession of impressive strokes, losing several balls in the process. At the end of the 46 overs, Yalding powered their way to 233 for 6, leaving Tonbridge requiring their biggest score of the year for victory. Tonbridge began positively, but lost opener Ben Morgan in only the third over. The visitors scored freely, and quickly, but lost wickets too early, crumbling from 50 for 1, to 88 for 6, with only Chirag Patel (26) making a reasonable score. Anthony Shepherd (3 for 41) was the pick of the bowlers. Khurram Shehzad (42) and the returning Michael Topham (26) withstood some excellent Yalding bowling, and like the openers looked to score positively. When both batsmen fell, and skipper Nick Helyar was bowled by the returning Haider (3 for 43), Tonbridge found themselves on 154 for 9, requiring 80 for victory. Steve Allen and Martin Batley set about their task sensibly, only hitting the bad balls, but accelerated towards the 200 mark in very little time. With pressure on the home side to get the last wicket, bowling changes were made regularly, but to no avail. With 2.4 overs remaining, Batley hit a four over mid-on pass the target and complete a remarkable comeback. In 66 balls, Allen (42 not out) and Batley (34 not out) put on 82 runs for the 10th wicket, and led Tonbridge to a very important victory.

Tonbridge 2nd XI – Tonbridge CC 2nd XI 75 ao (25 overs) v Westgate CC 2nd XI  212 for 9wkts (46 overs)
As the saying goes 'catches win matches' but you also have to bat as well!! On a perfect wicket Tonbridge decided to field first and with Westgate at 89-6 the decision seemed justified. However, Sadler 60 and Holter 62 batting for Westgate decided otherwise and proceeded to thrash the Tonbridge bowling to all parts of the ground with catches going down at regular intervals. Chris Sargeant was the best of the bowler with 3-34 off 11. When it was Tonbridge’s turn to bat - they didn't. With David Blain 23 and Duncan Innes 21no it does not leave very many for the rest.  A performance matched only by the England football team the following day at the World Cup!
19th June

Tonbridge 2nd XI – Betteshanger Colliery 2nd XI 91-5  v  Tonbridge 2nd XI 88 ao
Anyone who has played at Betteshanger will understand when we say thank goodness that fixture is over for another year. A three hour round trip, a cold wind, off 4 or 5 times for heavy rain and a 90 yard boundary says it all. Losing the toss and being asked to bat Tonbridge were never in the right frame of mind from the start, a wicket down in the first over set the trend with only David Blain (28) and Skipper Nigel Johnstone (20) putting up any resistance. 130 would have been a winning score. For Betteshanger Dadd and Cheeseman used the conditions well with both getting 3 wickets for 17 runs. Tonbridge conceded 39 off the first 10 overs before getting their first wicket and this left them with to much to do despite some good bowling after that by Peter French with 9 overs 5 maidens 3-10 and Duncan Innes 9 overs 3 maidens 2-21. Tonbridge are capable of much better than this and this was a day best forgotten.  

12th June
Tonbridge CC 2nd XI – Tonbridge CC  2nd XI  142-7 v Bobbing Court & Lower Halstow CC 2nd XI  77ao
What a difference a week makes. Following the rain the day before it was always going to be the bowlers day and it was no exception at Bobbing Court where they won the toss and asked Tonbridge to bat. The opening bowlers, Murphy and Chittenden proceed to bowl their 12 overs apiece without a break taking 3 early wickets for 33 runs with the wicket proving to be very difficult to bat on. Only the evergreen Ron Helyar, using all his experience, kept the innings together and scored most of the runs that were available. Along with Skipper Nigel Johnstone they added 60 very valuable runs for the 4th wicket. At the end of their spell Murphy had bowled 12 overs 1-41 and Chittenden 12 overs 2 -27 with 7 maidens. Ron Helyar was eventually out for an excellent 57 with Nigel Johnstone out for 23, the score was on 107 after 37 overs. Steve Allen's usual attacking play was not possible but he batted well ending up 30 not out at the close of Tonbridge innings. 142 was not a big score but all 46 overs were used which is such an important factor in any game. With numerous bowling options Tonbridge opened up with youth and experience. Tom Hoey back from University bowled with pace in an impressive opening spell, 7 overs 1-17. At the other end the conditions were made for Duncan Innes who bowled superbly the opposition finding his accuracy not to their liking. Duncan bowled his 12 over spell straight off taking 3-9 with 5 maidens. The other Tonbridge bowlers all bowled well and kept the pressure on with Steve Allen 2-14 and John Simmons 2-13. Assisted with some good fielding and catching Tonbridge won convincingly with 4 overs to spare with Bobbing Court all out for 77. A job well done by Tonbridge.    

5th June

Tonbridge CC 2nd XI – Tonbridge CC 2nd XI 106 (31.5 overs) v Littlebourne 2nd XI 178 (37.3 overs)
For the second time this season Tonbridge gifted a match to the opposition with a very poor batting performance. New entrants to the League, Littlebourne batted first and came out with all guns blazing on a near perfect batting wicket with James Long punishing the Tonbridge opening attack with shots all round the field. With runs coming thick and fast a very big score looked on the cards with a run rate of 6 and over. However, with the introduction of John Simmons to the attack Tonbridge claimed their first wicket with 70 on the board in 12 overs and at 104 for three of 20 things did not look good. A remarkable period of fielding then followed with Ian Moore taking four excellent catches in virtually the same position in the out field and a slip catch of the highest quality by Simmons changed the course of the innings and Littlebourne were all out for 178 in the 38th over gifting 8 overs to Tonbridge. For Tonbridge Duncan Innes bowled at good spell and new member Matt Goldsmith looks a good acquisition both taking 1 wicket each. John Simmons had the best figures with 4-46 off nine overs supported by Peter French with 4- 65 of his 12. Having clawed the situation back into perspective Tonbridge had high expectations when it became their turn to bat. On what was still a terrific wicket and with 8 extra overs to get the runs and a good batting line up to do the job. Little can be said of what followed other than to say that it was a continuing trail of batsman committing suicide, with exception of Ian Moore scoring 30, before getting out to an exceptional catch by Purbrick. Added to his catching he had an excellent game following his return from injury. A few Tonbridge players reached double figures but failed to progress with John Simmons unlucky to be run out from a direct hit. With only an average bowling attack to be all out in 32 overs when you have 58 overs is an unforgivable performance.   
23rd May

Tonbridge Exiles – Southbank CC 210 for 8 wkts  v Tonbridge Exiles 209 for 7 wkts dec
On a sweltering afternoon on a batsman-friendly but slow low pitch in sylvian Dulwich, Tonbridge hit their straps from

the start with Paul Smiles & Nick Helyar striking the ball well against tight bowling from South Bank. The loss of Smiles brought Jake Rossiter to the crease and with Helyar the second wicket added an excellent 97 runs in quick order as the two batsmen hit the ball crisply around the ground. Rossiter fell for a cleanly hit 33 but with good support from the middle order and plenty of liquid refreshment at regular intervals Helyar strode on in the heat. In a chanceless performance he went on to record a mature, well struck & well deserved 107 with 16 middled fours characterised by clean hitting over mid on in particular and one six. Exiles declared sportingly at 209-7 to give plenty of opportunity for an exciting game. The reply founded on a spirited opening partnership from Brims  & skipper Thornton who put on 120. Despite skipper Smiles best efforts in changing his bowlers and an excellent opening spell of bowling from Matt Smiles on a lifeless pitch.  Tonbridge could not make the breakthrough required. Ed Cattley, Rossiter & spinner David Blain did their best to get the crucial first wicket to no avail. In desperation he turned to John Simmons (9 overs 1-23) who tied up one end and finally made the breakthrough. South Bank batsmen did not look comfortable but opener Thornton ploughed on, suing all his experience to encourage his partners & scoring boundaries at crucial times. The very promising Matt Goldsmith making his debut worked hard (6 overs 1-21)   without a lot of luck but it was the return of Matt Smiles which nearly turned the game. Bowling accurately with venom and some fire on a lifeless pitch (11 overs, 2-18) he missed the stumps on several occasions by the narrowest of margins as opener Thornton reached an unbeaten 90 and skilfully guided South Bank to the closest of victories with 5 wickets down with an over to spare in an excellently contested game of cricket.

22nd May
Tonbridge CC 1st XI – Tonbridge CC 1st XI  183 for 7 wkts (45.2 overs)  v  Frindsbury 1st XI  181 (44.4 overs)

Tonbridge hit back after the previous week's defeat with a three wicket victory over Frindsbury at Poplar Meadow. Winning the toss, Tonbridge skipper Nick Helyar elected to field on a good looking pitch for both batsmen and bowlers. And it was Helyar (1 for 33) himself who made the first breakthrough, and continued to pressure the visitors in his twelve over spell, as Fridsbury slumped to 46 for 2 off nineteen overs. However, the 92 run third wicket partnership really brought the away side into the game, with Robert Sait (68) and Thomas Burt (26) hitting some quick runs, and putting the bowlers under a lot of pressure. Once Burt was run out cleverly by Khurram Shehzad, and Sait was caught off the returning Martin Batley (2 for 35), Frindsbury crumbled. Nadeem Shehzad (2 for 43) also got in on the act with two late wickets, as Tonbridge were set the target of 182 for victory. The home side started off well, with Chirag Patel (24) starting off in a positive fashion once again. But Fridsbusry were able to dismiss Patel and fellow opener Paul Smiles early, and Tonbridge found themselves at 38 for 2. The third wicket partnership was very strong for the visitors, and proved to be the same for the home side, as Julius Marshall (56) and John Simmons (48) took the game away from Frinsbury. The removal of Marshall, and the introduction of Nigel Pullen (2 for 17) into the bowling attack, brought the game to an enthralling finish. But skipper Helyar, and Khurram Shehzad were able to take Tonbridge over the finishing line, and a maximum of twenty points.

Tonbridge CC 2nd XI – Nonington CC 2nd XI 145 (49 overs)  v Tonbridge CC 2nd XI 166 (40 overs)

With seven of the previous Saturday's team unavailable it looked at one stage that Tonbridge 2nd XI would have to concede the fixture but up stepped acting Skipper Chris Sargeant. Not only did he get eleven players but also led from the front to archive an excellent and somewhat unexpected victory. Tonbridge were put into bat on a good wicket and Ron Helyar and Chris Sargeant were soon putting runs on the board with some excellent shots around the ground with Ron playing the anchor role for a change. However, he was the first to go bowled leg stump which then brought Jake Rossiter to the crease. He, along with Chris, proceeded to hit runs to all parts of the ground before exhaustion set in and Chris Sargeant was out for an excellent 58. Rossiter was then joined by Steve Allen and at the halfway stage Tonbridge had 103 on the board for just 3 wickets with both scoring 30 and 34 respectively. With the introduction of Harrison runs became difficult and the remainder of the Tonbridge line up contributed little as he bowled exceptionally well taking 7-47 supported by Gleave with 3-26. Tonbridge committed the sin of being all out in 40 overs thus gifting 6 overs to Nonnington. On taking the field Tonbridge bowled and fielded very well with Duncan Innes, economical as usual, and Tom Hoey opening the attack. Tom drove up from Southampton University on Saturday morning to help out and was rewarded with a couple of wickets. Runs and wickets continued to accumulate and the match could have gone either way especially with some many overs for Nonington to get them in. However, Chris Sargeant then took the ball and took 4-19 in ten overs and Steve Allen getting 2-21 off 5. Nonington skipper, Mike Murphy, was the only one to put up real resistance and always looked dangerous batting very sensibly getting 42. He made the mistake of batting himself too low at number 8 with no one to stay with him and Nonington were all out in 49 overs. A really good win for Tonbridge with man of the match definitely Chris Sargeant

15th May

Tonbridge CC 1st XI – Sandwich Town CC 3rd XI  161 for 5 (43.1 overs)  v  Tonbridge CC 1st XI  160 ( 44.1 overs)
Tonbridge followed up their opening day win this week with a five wicket defeat to Sandwich Town, but in truth, the game could have gone either way. Winning the toss, skipper Nick Helyar elected to bat on a good looking surface, but didn’t get the start that he was hoping for. With it being evident from the first ball that this would be a front foot pitch, the Tonbridge batsmen didn’t heed this warning, and lost early wickets. John Wickham (5 for 24) and Chris Smith (2 for 33) caused all sorts of problems, and reduced the visiting side to 25 for 4 within eleven overs. Facing the possibility of getting blown away, John Simmons (44) and David Blain (26) steadied the ship and slowly brought Tonbridge back into the game. Both batsmen produced stalwart displays to frustrate the home side and guide Tonbridge towards a respectable score. Some late shots from Khurram Shehzad (20) helped take the score up, but Tonbridge were finally bowled out for 160 runs, giving one over to the opposition.  Sandwich started their innings very cagily and didn’t want to give Tonbridge an early breakthrough, but they failed in their attempts and both openers fell with the score only on 29. When Matthew Burgess was brilliantly run out by Chirag Patel, the home side found themselves in trouble and with Tonbridge firmly on the front foot. Whilst David Scarr was at the crease, the visitors knew this was a batsman that would need removing. On countless occasions the ball went up in the air but never produced a chance and the game slowly ran away from Tonbridge’s grasp. Scarr finished the innings with an unbeaten 73 and helped guide Sandwich Town to a five wicket victory. The pick of the bowlers for Tonbridge was captain Nick Helyar (2 for 27) who bowled through an injury to claim two good wickets.
Tonbridge CC 2nd XI – Tonbridge CC 2nd XI 182-9 (46 overs)  v  Hartley Country Club 4th XI 201-9 (46 overs)
This was a really excellent game to start the season played on a good wicket, in the right spirit and a hard fought game. Let’s hope the rest of the season is the same. Tonbridge fielded a "mature" team due to early season none availability of young players at work and University. However, what was lacking in speed was more than made up with enthusiasm and confidence. Fielding first our line and length opening attack of Duncan Innes and John Smiles fully tested the opening pair and found early on the opener Ron Bennett played the hook shot exceptionally well!. Duncan got his first wicket of the season bowling one of the opening batsmen. With the wicket playing exceptionally well, Bennett and Durling put on 70 runs for the second wicket before one of two great catches by Hugh Topham dismissed Bennett off the bowling of Peter French for 45. Runs came freely during the middle of the Hartley innings and although Tonbridge caught some good catches, two were dropped which proved costly in the long run. Durling went on to make 45 supported by Ross Bennett and Elvin making 31 apiece. For Tonbridge Peter French finished with 4 - 46 off his twelve overs and Chris Sargeant 3- 62 off eleven overs. Tonbridge openers Ron Helyar and Chris Sargeant gave the home side a tremendous start taking 16 off the first over and making batting look easy scoring 67 in 45 minutes. However early season fitness took its toll with several batsmen getting into double figures and getting out, but at 150-5 after 34 overs Tonbridge were still well in contention. Trying to keep up the momentum wickets fell cheaply and Skipper Steve Tucker took 4 wickets to prevent the Tonbridge victory finishing with 4-36 off 11 overs. Helyar 32, Gower 20, Topham and Johnstone 18 each were the main run getters. The real winner on the day was cricket.  

8th May
Tonbridge CC 1st XI – Tonbridge CC 1st XI  192 for 7 (36 overs)  v  Blue Bell Hill CC 1st XI  164 for 5  (36 overs)

On a rainy day at Poplar Meadow, Tonbridge started the season off in fine fashion with a 28 run victory over Blue Bell Hill 1st XI. With the new league system in place, Tonbridge find themselves in the Kent Regional Cricket League – Championship East, meaning an effective promotion from last year. In a game reduced to 36 over a side, Blue Bell Hill won the toss and put Tonbridge into bat. Chirag Patel (33) and Paul Smiles (21) settled the side early, on a pitch playing very well considering the weather, and put on 45 in very quick time. But both openers fell to the dangerous James Underwood (2 for 31), and it was down to the Tonbridge middle order to push the score along. Nadeem Shehzad (52 Not Out) and Julius Marshall (38) were the two batsmen to step up to the plate. These two kept the runs ticking along well, and aided in taking the score to 192 for 7 off TCCs 36 overs. Needing close to 5.5 an over, the away side started slowly and were held back by the opening bowlers. Captain Nick Helyar was the pick of the bowlers, swinging the ball well, and keeping the run rate down in his spell of 2 for 28. But the batsmen did start to find some joy, and a large third wicket partnership between Jack Brivio (51) and Mike Sewell (61 Not Out), brought the game back into contention. The returning Martin Batley (2 for 46) dismissed Brivio, and unfortunately for the away side, there was no one able to support Sewell, and Blue Bell Hill fell short by 29 runs.

Tonbridge CC 2nd XI – Blue Bell Hill CC 2nd XI  v  Tonbridge CC 2nd XI  - cancelled - rain
